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Statement of the Problem — During the 1950's Africa was 
awakening to nationalism. African nationalism was building 
up for its final triumph — independence from its colonial 
rulers. During this awakening, Africa saw itself in a new 
light, culturally, socially, economically and politically. 
The African awakening brought attention to Africa in 
many foreign countries and to the interest of a cultural indenti- 
fication with Blacks, especially in the West Indies and the 
United States. 
As Africa saw itself in a new light, colonial and other 
Western powers stepped up financial and technological assistance 
to the various countries. Along with the financial and techno¬ 
logical assistance, people of the Western powers began to 
change their attitude toward the peoples, and the continent 
of Africa. This was shown both in the writings of scholars 
and in the press. There was a universal desire to learn more 
about Africa; its history, its geography, its people and their 
cultures. With the outside interest, Africans themselves began 
to display more interest in their culture, the traditional 
arts, education, etc. 
During the time of the change over in Africa (1950 - 1959), 
many works were published to keep the world abreast of the 
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changes and the happenings that were taking place on the 
continent. Among these publications you will find Phylon, 
the Atlanta University Review of Race and Culture. 
During the period between 1950 and 1959, 27 articles 
were published in Phylon pertaining to Africa, by Africans and 
non-Africans alike. The articles treat such topcis as: the 
arts, independence, nationalism, and politics. The authors 
were from varying backgrounds: anthropology, sociology, 
political science, education, and others. 
In this thesis, I attempt to give a critical review of 
the articles pertaining to Africa in Phylon in the following 
context: 
1. What information is communicated about Africa 
2. The author's attitude toward Africa as 
expressed in the article 
3. Is the information or views expressed of any 
value 
4. Was the article a restatement of known facts 
5. Evaluation of the articles in terms of first-hand 
information and my personal experience in Africa 
where possible. 
Review of the Literature — For this thesis, I have 
reviewed individual issues of Phylon, 1950 - 1959, volumes 
11 - 20, selected the articles relating to Africa, and have 
studied them carefully. The reading has enabled me to classi¬ 
fy the articles according to the subject with which they deal 
and has indicated the type of follow-up reading that will be 
needed to complete the work. 
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because they are dealt with most frequently in the articles 
iinder review. I have discussed these concepts as they are 
used and defined by the authors. 
Data Collection — The data I have used consist of: 
1. The 27 articles relating to Africa in Phylon, 
1950 - 1959. 
2. Related works on Africa published during the 
1950's and later, for checking reliability 
and accuracy. 
3. My own experiences and observations from a two- 
year stay in Africa, where applicable. 
4. Biographical references and similar sources. A 
mailed questionnaire for current information on 
the activities of the authors of the Phylon 
articles. 
Methodology — The method I used consisted of a com¬ 
parison of the Phylon articles with information in related 
scholarly works, and first-hand information, wherever possible. 
CHAPTER II 
POLITICS AND INDEPENDENCE 
Self Government in Africa: Problems of Status in 
Divided Societies 
by Rita Hinden, 1954 
African Political Systems: Indirect Rule and Democratic 
Processes 
by James B. Christensen, 1954 
Some Areas of Transition: 
The Gold Coast and Kenya 
by Morris Siegel, 1953 
Movement for Colonial Freedom 
by Kwame Nkrumah, 1955 
The Gold Coast Begins Self-Government 
by Alphonso A. McPheeters, 1957 
Nigeria's Marginal Men 
by H. H. Smythe, 1958 
Behind the Mau Mau 
by George Padmore, 1953 
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CHAPTER II 
POLITICS AND INDEPENDENCE 
In Phylon, 1950 - 1959, there were seven articles 
that dealt with African Politics and Independence. The articles 
dealt with facets from the pre-colonial period to colonial 
through the independence period. 
"Behind the Mau Mau," by George Padmore was published 
in the fourth quarter of 1953. The article discussed the 
penetration of the first whites into the interior of Kenya 
through the independence struggle of the Africans. 
The German missionaries Rebmann and Krapf were the first 
to advance to the interior of Kenya (first of the European 
imperialist). Upon their arrival they found the Kikuyu and 
Masai tribes occupying the fertile highlands. The Highlands 
were later to become the center of the Mau Mau Rebellion. Ger¬ 
many having received some of the best territory in Africa 
agreed to share its claims with Britain. Then, Britain was 
given free access to annex the whole of Kenya and some of the 
northernly territory, Uganda. 
By 1888, Britain was firmly established along the East 
coast. Settlers began to arrive - first came the missionaries, 
supported fully by the imperialist and commerical classes of 
Britain. The first of the missions to arrive were the protes¬ 
tants who started proselytizing in 1877; joined later by the 
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French Roman Catholics. The Protestants converts were known 
as Wa-Inglesa (party of English) and the Catholics as Wa- 
Fransa (party of French), those that were converted by the 
moslems and Arab slave traders were known as Wa-Islamu (party 
of Islam). During the convertion process, the foreign leaders 
incited religious wars; each hoping that its converts would 
fight to help them get control of the territory. 
During one such war Bishop Hannington of the Wa-Inglesa 
denomination was murdered; King Mwanga of Uganda, a follower, 
was banished. Aid came to the English denomination from the 
Indian and Sudanese soldiers lead by Captain Lugard. 
The next to come were the traders (merchandise and 
slaves) and the Union Jacks. 
With the occupation of the settlers in the Highland, 
technological advancement began. A railroad was constructed 
for military and economic purposes, which consisted of 879 
miles, that went from Mombasa via Nairobi up to Lake Victoria, 
and later to Kampala. The railroad line was to enable the 
British to transport troops to put down African rebellions in 
the interior of Equatorial Africa and to facilitate the impor¬ 
tance of British Manufacturers and the exportation of natural 
resources. 
The rail lines were in danger by the Africans. In 
order to protect "British property" the Governor General, 
Charles Eliot appealed to English immigrants to come to Kenya 
to settle as farmers. The settlers that came were promised 
large farming areas on the best land - the Highlands - which 
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meant that the Kikuyu and other tribes were forced off their 
land, with the occupation of the settlers on the Highlands, 
the British set up a plantation situation with the Africans 
on the lower level. 
After the first arrivals, the settler population 
steadily grew: 
By 1901 there were 12 British settlers 
- 1904 = 342 European settlers, 222,000 acres of land 
- 1911 = 3,175 European settlers 
-1921 = 9,661 European settlers 
- 1931 = 16,812 European settlers 
- 1941 = 28,997 European settlers 
- 1953 = 30,000 European settlers 
The 1953 tally showed that only 3,000 of the total 
European settlers were engaged in agriculture. The others were 
in government, civil and military personnel, missionaries, 
merchants, traders and employees in banks, and other forms 
of private enterprise. 
Lord Delamere upon his arrival to Kenya secured 100,000 
acres (he couldn't live as he wanted in England). Along with 
Lord Delamere came Lord Francis Scott and the Earl of Plymouth 
who together acquired 350,000 acres; the son of the Duke of 
Abercorn gained 30,000 acres; the other "aristocrats" formed 
stock companies. 
The tribesmen (mainly Kikuyu, Masai and Komba tribes) 
were forced off there land and received no compensation from 
the British government. In fact, the Land's Board, Chaired 
by Lord Delamere, gave settlers the stamp of approval, settlers 
were to pay the Land's Board roughly a penny an acre. The 
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disposed Africans, 5 1/2 million, were forced to live on 
50,000 square miles of inferior waterless country. Those 
that could not find accommodations on the reserves became 
squatters on the plantations of the white expatriates. Under 
the squatter system, the Africans were tied to the landlord's 
property, worked for small wages, denied the right to culti¬ 
vate commercial crops, were not allowed to rent; had to get 
permission to raise their food and a cow or two; must work 180 
days on master's land per year. All Africans must carry a 
Kipande (labor pass). All Africans over 18 years of age must 
pay government a poll tax of 24 shillings a year. 
It was thought that white supremacy was to keep a tight 
hold. The total population by 1953 was 30,000 settlers, 5 1/2 
million Africans, 100,000 Indians, 20,000 Arabs. 
The prospect of an education was very low for the Afri¬ 
can child. In 1951-52, an average of £100 was spent per white 
child as compared with £2 per African. The Kikuyu Independent 
Schools were established in 1945 to help better the condition 
By late 1952, the governor of Kenya, had ordered the closing 
of all Kikuyu Independent Schools because they were dangerous 
to the good government of the colony. The African Teacher 
Training Colleges were also closed. An estimate 469,000 
African children were out of school; of the secondary and 
post secondary school children 3,891 of the 5 1/2 million 
were enrolled; in the professional training areas there were 
34 Africans at Makerere and 12 at British Universities. 
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The former teachers of the Kikuyu Independent Schools 
were thrown in detention camps as "Màu Mau" agitators. The 
article goes on to explain that the Mau Mau movement had begun 
as early as 1922. 
A Legislative Council, nominated by European members 
had existed in Kenya since 1906. Asian seats were introduced 
in 1923. The African resentment reached the political party 
stage in 1928 with the formation of the Kikuyu Central Associ¬ 
ation and a request for representation on the Legislative 
Council. In 1944, African seats were increased to six and no 
intention of giving a real voice to the African majority. 
The Mau Mau had about fifteen thousand armed supporters 
and about 600 thousand sympathizers that fed and sheltered the 
resistance fighters. In 1954, Operation Anvil-*- came into 
play - the process of concentration camp correction. 
Colonial Secretary, Oliver Lyttleton came to Kenya to 
inaugurate a new multiracial constitution. But there was no 
commitment by the British to phase out colonialism and settler 
groups were still recruiting more white farmers. 
The Kikuyu Central Association was banned during the 
Second World War but an African was appointed to the Legisla¬ 
tive Council for the first time. The Kikuyu Central Associ¬ 
ation was replaced by the Kenyan African Union (KAU). As to 
■*-James Cameron, The African Revolution (London: Thames 
and Hudson, 1961), p. 60. 
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be expected, the means by which Kenya was to gain her indepen¬ 
dence was questioned. One group by force and the other by 
constitutional methods. 
The struggle between Africans and Europeans came to 
a head in 1951 with the visit of the colonial secretary. The 
Europeans demanded that they retain as many seats as all other 
races combined and stated that:2 
African nationlism on the lines of West Africa was 
not Her Majesty's Government's policy for Kenya 
and that any statements which suggested such a 
thing was possible should be considered as sedious. 
The Kenyan African Union submitted a moderate program 
to the colonial secretary. This was for equal representation 
in the executive; racial discrimination prohibited, greater 
educational and training facilities. For the time being 
European wishes were conceded. 
In 1952 violence began to increase in Kenya and for 
about three and a half years raged on. In October of 1952 a 
state of emergency was declared. Kenyatta and other leaders 
were arrested and convicted of being leaders of the Mau Mau 
rebellion. The Mau Mau fought against the British in the vil¬ 
lages, in the mountains and in the forest. This fighting 
ended in 1955 with the British troops coming out on top. But, 
Britain knew it could no longer hand power to local Europeans; 
but it was still not fully prepared to give entire control to 
the African. 
2Ibid., p. 62. 
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Kenyatta, imprisoned leader of the KAU, upon release 
tried to unite the new parties that had developed during his 
absence, the Kenyan African Democratic Union and the Kenyan 
African National Union, but failed. He became president of 
the KANU and tried to make the party appeal to all tribal 
groups. In the 1962 elections, Kenyatta became the first 
Prime Minister. His cabinet consisted of Mboya and Odinga. 
The country was lead to independence in 1963. 
Morris Siegel in his article "Some Areas of Transition: 
The Gold Coast and Kenya" talks about the means by which two 
countries achieved their independence. His discussion is 
mainly a review of two books : George Padmore's The Gold Coast 
Revolution and Jomo Kenyatta's Facing Mount Kenya. 
The organization set up of the Gold Coast was one of 
various tribal units working together (and sometimes against) 
toward one political objective; complete African nationalism. 
At some point in the movement tribal leaders were discarded 
and an over all leader was picked to lead the struggle. In 
the Gold Coast, Kwame Nkrumah was the chosen one. During the 
first years of the independence movement, Nkrumah was either 
in jail or studying abroad. In 1947, J. B. Danquah, leader 
of the United Gold Coast Convention called Nkrumah back from 
London to help in the independence struggle. 
By 1949, Britain had set up an all African commission 
to propose details for a new constitution. Britian was hoping 
that the commission would fall through. Nkrumah sensing the 
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British plot took a decisive step and broke away from the 
United Gold Coast Convention forming the Convention People's 
Party; his party won the majority of the seats. Rather than 
face a revolution, the governor released Nkrumah from jail 
to lead the new government. The CPP took control of the 
Gold Coast under the Coussey Constitution. This proved inade¬ 
quate for independence-minded Africans for the British still 
held the three key positions in the country - Defense and 
External Affairs, Finance, and Justice. 
The adjustment period lasted for six years. During 
this time a tranquil relationship persisted with the British 
government and the new African politicians. The ministers 
under the new government increased the educational facilities, 
built new roads, harbours, improved and organized cocoa pro¬ 
duction, provided better health services and trained more 
Africans for the civil service. A dam on the Volta River was 
built to provide large supplies of electric power for new 
incoming industries. 
All these developments did not come about without any 
opposition. In 1954, the National Liberation Movement appeared. 
The National Liberation Movement comprised conservatives, 
chiefs, discontented cocoa farmers, politicians and intel- 
lecturals. The focal point being in the Ashanti region. 
This group did not want to come under the authority of the 
Convention People1s Party once independence came. Although 
the National Liberation Movement had strong backing, after 
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the 1956 election it was clear that the majority of the 
country was for the CPP. 
In the political development of the Gold Coast very 
little is said about its economic development. But it is 
briefly mentioned that political self-government and poli¬ 
tical independence have little meaning unless they are 
accompanied by a substantial measure of economic self-suffi¬ 
ciency. 
Kenya was different from the Gold Coast in that its 
political and economic structure was not as advance as the 
Gold Coast. The coming of the European all but shattered the 
cultural stance. Kenya became a country where a small white 
minority dominated, oppressed and exploited a large African 
population under colonialism. 
Within a short time the settler community had control 
over all governmental organizations and were representing 
African interest on the Legislative and Executive Councils. 
The settler community did, however, appoint African leaders 
to minor post. 
The economic situation in Kenya became worse. The 
Africans were forced off their land, placed on reserves and 
had to work for little or no wages for the government. By 
1950, 450,000 Africans made up the labor force of Kenya. The 
wages for agriculture workers averaged 11 to 26 cents per 
day, and the workers had to work 180 - 270 days a year; if 
they were living on the "owner's" land. 
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The educational situation for the African was even 
worse. Government expenditures for the 5,823 European child¬ 
ren was $934,034 as compared with $1,173,029 for 351,449 
African children. 
In conclusion the distinguishing factor between Kenya 
and the Gold Coast is the white settler community. The Gold 
Coast could work out its own destiny without being hampered 
by a European minority; whereas, in Kenya the political, 
social, and economic patterns have developed from a bi-racial 
situation. 
Siegel thinks that the Akikuyu tribe has caused the 
death of many, divided the tribal areas, created an atmosphere 
of fear and achieved little by way of acquiring favorable 
reforms. He thinks Kenya should have used the same methods 
applied by the Gold Coast leaders to win increasing political 
independence and a dignified, secure life for its people. 
In the article "Self-Government in Africa: The Pro¬ 
blems of Status in Divided Societies," Rita Hinden talks 
about the problems that are going on throughout Africa due 
to the self-government struggles and victory in the Gold 
Coast and South Africa. 
It seems that the British government's trouble all hit 
the air about the same time and it was difficult to cope 
with the different kinds of situations that were leading 
toward the same end - self government. 
The areas under British control that were given the 
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the most difficulty were: the Mau Mau Movement in Kenya, 
the intransigence of Sir Roy Helensky and his friends in 
Northern RRjiodesia; the recalcitrant Kabaka of Uganda and 
the tribal war between rival political groups in Nigeria; the 
disorders in Nyasaland and the exile of Seretse of Bechuana- 
land; the electoral struggle in the new Central African 
Federation and the quarrels over positions in Nigeria. 
Britain knew that it would eventually have to face 
up to its problems and slowly began to make small steps hoping 
that the nationals would be appreciative of the kind jestures 
and not force their hand. But, with the Gold Coast independence 
almost at hand it was impossible to keep things at a low flame. 
Britain put more funds into education even up to the university 
level; development projects and welfare projects were put into 
immediate force and the local governments were helped by setting 
up trade unions, co-operatives, and other forms of creative 
work. With these, Britain tried to portray an act of wiping 
out past evils and offering new opportunities to the African. 
Whites did not want to believe that Africans could 
run their own affairs. But, with the nationalist movement so 
alive it was impossible to stop the African. The British 
colonial policy meant absolutely nothing at this time. The 
whole crutch to the matter of self-government lies in this 
statement: ". . . Is man to be a man in Africa or is he 
only to be a frightened member of a superior or inferior group?" 
James Christensen in his article "African Political 
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Systems : Indirect Rule and Democratic Processes goes into 
the administrative set up of the Gold Coast before and after 
colonial rule. 
A consideration of political conditions in the Gold 
Coast immediately prior to, and following the elections must 
necessarily include mention of Kwame Nkrumah, head of the 
major party and the former prime minister. After the 1948 
riots, he formed his own political group, the Convention 
People's Party. Following this he was imprisoned for sedi¬ 
tion until he was released two years later to head the new 
government, having been elected to the assembly while in 
prison. 
Using the imprisoned Nkrumah as a symbol, the CPP, 
experienced a phenomenal increase during the two years from 
1949-51. Many women became active in these gatherings, a 
departure from Akan custom where women rarely participated in 
political matters. "Self-government now," the battle-cry of 
the CPP, was accompanied by violent anti-white and anti¬ 
imperialist lectures and publications. 
The politicians tended to play on the emotions of the 
people rather than discussing the issues. Among the educated 
there was an awareness of what lay ahead of them, but this 
was not apparent among a large percentage of the party away 
from the urban areas. A new constitution meant widely dif¬ 
ferent things to different groups. To one, self-government 
meant he could go to the store and take anything he wanted. 
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Another believed he could offer the white man one pound for 
ten pounds worth of goods. 
One of the most important changes that occurred during 
the campaign, was the followings to Akan religion and custom; 
the person of a chief is sacred. The CPP caused an increase 
in destoolments during their rigorous campaign. 
The educational level of the Gold Coasters was low. 
A 1950 census, indicates that only four percent of the popu¬ 
lation had obtained schooling up to Standard III or higher, 
with the Colony having five and eight-tenths percent in this 
category, and Ashanti somewhat lower with three and nine- 
tenths percent. 
The distrust of government in general that can be 
found throughout Africa was in its height during the campaign 
period. Some held the belief that the registration to vote 
was a trick to get their names for military service, or for 
tax purposes. Others felt that to participate in the voting 
would be a favor to the British, and therefore, they were not 
inclined to cooperate. 
Another problem was determining when a person was old 
enough to vote. For adults obviously over twenty-one, the 
voting age, there is no question, but for the youth of approxi¬ 
mately that age, there is. Few people, with the exception 
of the Chrisitans who can rely on church records, or the very 
small percentage who register births with the government, 
know their exact age. Since there are no puberty rites for 
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boys among the Akan, the rites for girls are observed after 
the first menstrual period, exact chronological age has never 
been considered important, and is difficult to determine. 
Age grades, which would assist greatly, are lacking. Due 
to the distrust of government mentioned above, very few Akan 
register births. The best that can be done is to check the 
age against important events of known date. 
Tribalism, a problem that could be expected to arise 
in almost any colony in Africa approaching self-government, 
was not a serious problem. Though the Northern Territories 
presented a potential problem it did not become crucial. 
Another aspect of Akan political behavior that needs 
mentioning is that of the rapidity with which a change of 
attitude toward leaders occured. The man who was placed on a 
stool with all the adoration and swearing of oaths of fealty 
that accompanies this ceremony may be removed in a few months 
or a year. It was a common occurrence for the same man to 
be placed on the stool a second, or third time and be acclaimed 
as a faultless man whom the people swear to obey. Thus the 
attitude toward any particular chief or government may be said 
to be slightly unpredictable. 
In summary, there was a large element of democracy in 
the indigenous culture of the southern half of the Gold Coast 
which gave the commoner a voice in his own government. Custo¬ 
mary law provided a system of checks and balances whereby the 
chiefs could not become autocrats. Following the implementa¬ 
tion of indirect rule, the chiefs were accorded more authority 
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than they formerly had, and the role of the commoner in 
government was largely overlooked. Many other changes 
occurred in the social structure of the Akan from the adoption 
of Western religious and economic concepts. 
The new constitution, which granted the African a 
government by elected representatives, was enthusiastically 
received by the voting population. The movement appeared to 
doom the chiefs in regard to political authority, and their 
function in the future would probably be primarily religious 
in nature. 
With the freedom from Colonial Rule so foremost in the 
lives of Africans, Kwame Nkrumah in his article, "Movement 
for Colonial Freedom" discusses the techniques by which the 
Gold Caost became independent. 
Nkrumah's party, the CPP, was formed in 1949 seeking 
independence, freedom and social justice. The democratic 
process was to be the means by which the people would decide 
what they wanted, how it was to be carried out, and who 
should provide the necessary leadership to obtain the desired 
goals. Since the process was to be by democratic means the 
formation of opposition parties was not questioned. But the 
opposition should have reliable and trustworthy leaders, not 
saboteurs and political renegades. 
The opposition parties should unite to form a strong 
defense against the CPP. The CPP established local councils. 
The local courts, prisons, police administration were under 
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the local judiciary in line of the central judiciary. The 
CPP released the Gold Coast from tyranny and swearing and 
political fines. There were accusations that the CPP was 
compiling a list of opposition members in order to do away 
with them. 
The economic and social development was good during 
the period of the CPP. The resources increased; the govern¬ 
ment was able to finance large developmental programs; 
national income increased from 620 million to 665 million; 
expenditures from 614 million to 652 million; the Gold Coast 
was able to redeem external debts and national assets rose 
to nearly 6200 million. Along with these changes came increases 
in hospitals, road conditions, education (primary through 
university and technical) more buildings. Unemployment was 
down due to the developmental advances taking place plus more 
factories, industries, and agricultural estates functioning. 
The CPP under Nkrumah1s leadership put into effect a second 
development plan that concentrated on rural development, 
electricity production, bridge and water supply, sanitation, 
and facilities for employment. 
It was thought that the opposition was bent on causing 
confusion; which mislead the United Kingdom government and 
friends abroad into casting doubt on the African's ability to 
govern himself. 
"The Gold Coast Begins Self-Government" by Alphonso 
McPheeters also deals with events that took place during the 
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Gold Coast Independence struggle. 
The policy which the British adopted was that of in¬ 
direct rule first introduced by Lord Lugard in Northern Nigeria. 
Indirect rule was familiar to the African. Many areas were 
ruled by local chiefs with the paramount chief head of the 
empire. Lugard used the method of indirect rule because in 
many parts of Africa there was a well established system of 
government with laws and courts, a sound financial administra¬ 
tion and because the method suited the country. Lugard had 
hopes of making changes: educating and developing native 
administration into efficient organs of modern local govern¬ 
ments - which did not turn out to be exactly what happened. 
Indirect rule could only be successful if a well established 
administration already existed, if the new administrators 
could communicate with the locals and if the British could 
get the native interested in matters that where unfamiliar to 
him. 
During this time there was a split in the United Gold 
Coast Convention and the CPP. A new constitution was written, 
th executive council changed the West African Representation; 
the amended constitution called for a Prime Minister. Under 
the constitution, Kwame Nkrumah was appointed Prime Minister 
and he called for more self government, an all African cabinet, 
the assembly should be elected directly by the people and a 
general election should be held every four years. 
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The Assembly declared that the dissension and violence 
that was taking place between opposition parties must be done 
away with, in order for harmony and the general business at 
hand (independence) to be accomplished. 
The National Liberation Movement was joined by four 
other opposition parties because of the CPP's corruption, 
the stiff taxes imposed on cocoa and the high handed adminis¬ 
tration. Kofi Busia, in London, 1955 said as spokesmen for 
the Gold Coast opposition parties. 
A federal government would do justice to the 
differences between the various areas, and could 
allow people to practice democracy within the 
areas for which they had a real feeling and at 
the same time could serve to overcome centrali¬ 
zation. 
Even with the opposition, the CPP continued to prepare for 
indepdence. Arrangements were made for printing new currency, 
training of government officials in London, contracts for 
new buildings, appointment of more West Africans to key posi¬ 
tions, the establishment of the Gold Coast army, and continuing 
education for government officers. The election victory took 
place July 1956, the Independence celebration was set for 
March 6, 1957. 
H. H. Smythe in his article, "Nigeria's Marginal Men," 
he portrayed a picture of what happened in Nigeria after 
independence, with its new "elite." 
With the coming of independence cames rapid changes 
and advances in communications, education, political interest, 
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student unrest, changes in the woman's role and religious 
conflicts. With these changes came the change of an under 
developed, tribalistic, agricultural territory into an indus¬ 
trialized nation. 
At the time of these changes, some Nigerians were 
studying abroad. Many heard of the changes taken place but 
were not certain where they would fit in upon their return 
home. When they returned home they found out the answer - no 
where. The new breed of educated became known as "marginal 
men." They were not able to fill positions for which they 
had been trained; the civil service was as bureaucratic as 
ever; archaic practices still flourished. They were placed 
in positions where they were easily disillusioned. The salary 
and assignments were of no importance. There was, however, 
more consideration given to British trained men. 
The marginal men had its difficult also, because those 
in "authority" (natives) had comfortable positions, self 
enhancement, personal prestige and living expenses, and were 
not about to give them up. 
The burning feeling for nationalism had died and the 
returnees found themselves on the boderline between tribalism 
and revolution. 
The marginal men were not only caught up in the political 
situation, but also the family and social circle. In the 
family, they were repelled by their new values - land, elders, 
fealty to chief and family obligations. In the social sphere, 
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there were no theaters, concert halls, organ music, intel¬ 
lectuals and learned societies. The social clubs only gave 
way to drinking and blaring music. Libraries were non¬ 
existent, mass media outlet sparse, daily papers few and the 
National Broadcasting Corporation gave poor service. 
Along with the problems mentioned above, the Marginal 
Men brought back, to Nigeria, with them foreign wives (white). 
The Nigerians had a general distrust for them and built a 
wall of hostility towards them. This meant that the circle 
in which they could circulate in was even narrower. 
Many that had returned left, other remained with a 
strong since of devotion to aid in the reconstruction. 
Now, "the educated Nigerian realizes it is 
still a colony to work towards ends and must 
go through a period of readjustment before it 
can settle down to let formation of new, firm, 
sound and lasting social patterns utilizing the 
new and the old. . ." 
Chapter Summary 
In the articles dealt with in this chapter all the 
authors depicted the events that caused, led to and help gain 
independence in Africa. Although Africa finally gained her 
independence, many people died, were imprisoned, tortured, and 
suffered in order to reach these goals. 
The colonial powers had done all in their power to hold 
off independence as long as possible. When things got rough 
in some instances, the co^pnial powers performed acts of pacifi¬ 
cation - building roads, schools, more employment; others 
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through the "agitators" in jail. 
But the goal was finally obtained. The new leaders 
set forth policies and changes that were to take place with 
the coining of the "New African Government. " Things did not 
go smoothly. The Africans distrusted their fellow Africans; 
corruption, tribalism and favoritism were on the up rise. 
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"The Gold Coast Into Ghana" by Russell Warren Howe is 
a description of the activities that took place in the last 
hours of the Gold Coast independence struggle that led into 
Ghana becoming an independent nation. It is thought that Ghana 
saved herself by her exertion and she would shortly save 
Africa by her example. Ghana's independence is incomplete 
until it has led to the independence of all colonial terri¬ 
tories . 
The reasons for Ghana's victory was her belief in the 
impossible, the unlimited capabilities of human beings (acti¬ 
vist were jailed, later became leaders of the country), 
binding together a country divided by outmoded ethnic loyal¬ 
ties . . . and the still powerful chieftancy. 
The independence celebration was one of speeches and 
more speeches, music and gaiety. The new National Assembly 
outlined the policies that were to be followed at Parliament 
House. The Assembly then moved to the Square to talk to the 
people and for the flag rising ceremony. 
Before the independence victory, the Accra Club was 
a lily white establishment; but with the victory the owners 
thought they would "negrify" the club by inviting the press 
on Independence Day. Even with this invitation the Africans 
wers still not wanted as members. 
With Ghana's independence she offered political asylum 
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to any African political organization being persecuted by 
colonial rulers. 
The Ghanaian Embassy in Washington, D. C. had achieved 
what the Haitian and Liberian Embassies could not. Ghana's 
exports were now 50 per cent greater than its imports. The 
outside world thought Ghana to be a better run nation and 
inspires business investments. The first years after inde¬ 
pendence Ghana's per capita income was equal to that of 
Portugal and Greece and surpassed that of Yugoslavia, Albania 
and Bulgaria. Accra, the capital city, is thought to be the 
most interracial place on earth. 
In another article by Russell Warren Howe, "Ghana: The 
First Year," he talks about the events that took place in 
Ghana during its first year of independence. Ghana was satis¬ 
fied with her past but confident about her future. In some 
respects, the loyalties to the government were strengthened; 
but the opposition was still in full force. In fact, six 
opposition parties united to form one strong unit against 
Nkrumah. Other opposition came from the Asantehene who was 
influenced by the National Liberation Movement. He later 
decided to take second place to Nkrumah. Another individual 
opposed to Nkrumah was the Okyenhene of the Akim Abuakwa 
area. The Okyenhene thought the government should go his way 
or fail, he lost recognition and later faced destoolment 
charges on twenty seven counts including; embezzlement and 
extortion. 
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During the first year constitutional revisions took 
place including splitting the Ashanti region into two or 
more regions, abolishing the legislative house of chiefs, 
introducing a westernized form of democracy, changing Premier 
to President and reinforcing his executive powers and forbid 
political parties based on tribe, religion or race. 
The success of African agricultural enterprise was 
owed to a number of favorable factors, in addition to the 
rising world prices which provide an incentive, and the new 
transport system which made possible the export of bulky pro¬ 
ducts. Land, to begin with, was abundant. The crops which 
were suited for export were also suited to the peasant economy 
they fitted well into the traditional pattern of subsistence 
agriculture, and they did not require elaborate processing on 
the spot. In this respect, cocoa, groundnuts and palm oil 
differ from such products as sugar and sisal. Howe talks 
further about Ghana's success on the world market and with its 
developmental endeavors at home. 
Essential to this development was an efficient market¬ 
ing system, providing both for the collection of the agricul¬ 
tural produce and the distribution of the imported goods which 
were the incentives for production. This was supplied by an 
adaptation and extension of the arrangements which had 
developed to cater for the palm oil trade. Merchant firms 
based on the ports and in the main centers of communication 
dealt with the ultimate producers and consumers through a 
chain of middlemen, mostly Africans, to whom they advanced 
30 
credit. 
After the world slump, Ghana's cocoa prices recovered 
and it again began negiotiations with foreign powers. Ghana 
began a $280,000,000 five-year development plan financed 
with its cocoa exports and still had a $550 million reserve. 
The Volta River Project was started. The Volta River Program 
cost $840 million, it hoped to produce 210,000 tons of aluminum 
annually; build a power station, smelter and electrolysis 
plant. It was also hoped that profits from the dam and 
aluminum would help to finance other development projects. 
The power station would supply current to old and new 
industries, the dam would be the largest artificial lake in 
the world and it would irrigate barren land, be a means of 
cheap water transport to northern iron deposits, increase 
fishing possibilities by 50 per cent. 
Ten per cent of the budget was spent on education which 
included a universal primary education, a program designed to 
wipe out adult illiteracy and the establishment of additional 
schools. 
"The U. S. and East Africa," by George Shepperson 
attempts to bring East Africa into a true perspective with 
America. The bond between the United States and East Africa 
seemed tenuous in the extreme - a view which the infinitesimal 
amount of space their relations occupy in standard American 
histories would strengthen. 
Of these, the most difficult in many ways, the most 
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rewarding would be the attempt to discover the percentage, 
distribution, and influence of Bantu slaves in the American 
colonies and, later, the United States. Few would deny that 
West Africa was the main source of the American Negro slave 
supply; but this should not mean, that the East African source 
is not worth more investigation than it has received, although 
most East African slaves going to the new world went to the 
Portuguese colonies because of their link with the East Coast 
from the days of Vasco da Gama. Yet a tentative frame of 
reference suggests the indirect entry of East African slaves 
into America through smuggling and subterfuge; which has not 
been proven. The re-export through smuggling and other indirect 
means of slaves from the West Indian islands and from South 
American might throw some light on this. Also, what may be 
called the "cross-export" if Bantu captives to America might 
reveal greater numbers than there is commonly supposed. The 
Portuguese had established some sort of link between their 
eastern and western possessions in Africa, and many of the 
slaves which were shipped from Angola in the West may have 
been taken there, in the first instance, by land from the 
East. Furthermore, slaves may have been drawn from the areas 
of East Africa which used to be known as "Equatoria" and 
herded across land to the traditional slave entrepots of the 
West Coast. 
A great migration of Bantu-speaking people from the 
sixteenth century onwards, or earlier, had pushed before 
them tribes of East and Central African origin into the areas 
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of modern South Africa. In this way, any slaves sent to 
the United States from the South of the Zambesi had, an East 
African origin - and it is known that slaves from Natal were 
sent to Virginia in 1719 and that they were considered 
superior to Madagascar slaves. This Natal link, through 
Mozambique, set against the background of the Bantu migrations, 
might reveal an additional source of slaves of East African 
origin in America. 
This trade is worthy of study in its own right, and 
likely to give up its secrets much more quickly than the 
difficult attempt to determine the exact minuteness of the 
mark which East African slaves made on American Negro cul¬ 
ture patterns. The great increase in United States whaling 
and merchant fleets after the War of Independence had pushed 
American ships into the water of the Indian Ocean, and Ameri¬ 
can traders and representatives began a profitable entry into 
the East African trade through the entrepot of Zanzibar, with 
its web of Arab and half-Arab traders stretching far into the 
hinterland. Such was the influence that the United States 
gained at Zanzibar that the first British consul to be ap¬ 
pointed to the Sultan's court found him sitting on a throne 
between pictures of "naval engagements between American and 
English ships." 
Shepperson talks about Moore, a Connecticut Yankee 
ivory trader at Zanzibar, illustrates the effects of the 
American demand for ivory on East Africa. Slaves, cotton, 
and ivory were not the only interest of the Americans on 
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the East Coast. Throughout the nineteenth century before 
the Civil War their ships were all along the coast, calling 
for water and supplies on whaling voyages, trading in guns 
and saltpetre, and occasionally entering into the infamous 
liquor traffic. 
By the coming of the Civil War, American influence on 
the East Coast seemed to have been declining. But the Ameri¬ 
cans were not forgotten by the natives of the Coast and the 
Arab middlemen of the interior. 
Just as the abolition in the British West Indies in 
1833 had released the energies of the world anti-slavery 
movement for the fight against slavery in the United States, 
so the emancipation of American slaves allowed much of the 
enthusiasm of this movement to be thrown into the stiff 
against slavery in East Africa. Although Caribbean and 
Latin American states still used slaves, the next step of 
the anti-slavery movement was abolition of Arab and domestic 
slavery in East Africa. 
The United States after the Civil War, although en¬ 
tering into a phase of isolationist, was, in fact, feeling 
its way into many international fields. 
Investigators working through East African materials 
with a frame of reference inclusive of the United States 
often stumble on by-ways of Negro history which, might lead 
into interesting fields of cultural interrelationships. Such 
puzzles arise as the references in an obscure and short¬ 
lived missionary magazine published in Africa, the Nyassa News 
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of 1895, to the writings of Albion W. Tourgee and Phyllis 
Wheatley. A later article in this journal makes the 
understandable comparison between the Uncle Remus stories 
and East African folk tales, for Joel Chandler Harris was 
widely read in Great Britain from which most of the Nyassa 
missionaries came at that time. 
In Africa, in the form of raw labor power, did much 
to build up the United States. Today, the United States, 
through its new economic interest, is doing much to shape 
the destinies of Africa, spreading its influence over 
the continent from west to east. Yet, many Americans continue 
to look upon their African connections through spectacles 
with specifically West African lenses. 
Robert Armstrong's article "East Africa" gives a 
general description of the East African community. It is 
stated that the hundreds of ethnic groups were independent 
of each other until the European coming. The East African 
community was highly developed and had unbroken traditions. 
Throughout East Africa there was a limitation on geographical 
accessibility due to the transportation problem. 
In Ethiopia, since the war, there have been rapid 
advances in education, telecommunications, improved roads, 
the establishment of development banks and more meaningful 
relations with foreign powers. 
The pacesetter for independence in East Africa was 
Somalia. The most homogenous of all colonial African areas. 
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Somalia presented a unique culture - Muslim without being 
Negro African or Arab. At the end of the Second World War, 
the already over three million Somalians found themselves 
divided under five different flags - Somalia, British Somali¬ 
land, French Somali Coast, Ethiopia and Kenya. After thirteen 
years of Italian-Somali rule, the Greater Somalia portion 
was transferred by Britain, to the Emperor. The Italian 
trusteeship state became independent on July 1, 1960. In a 
hasty, last-minute operation, Britain brought its own Somali 
colony - Somaliland - to independence the same week, on the 
condition that it merge with Somalia into a single state. 
Although Tanganyikan nationalsim began later than 
the patriotic movement in Somalia, Uganda and Kenya, a number 
of factors ensured that it became independent before its two 
closest neighbors. 
Tanganyika's status as, first a mandate, then a trust- 
eeship territory, meant that an international forum for 
the country's grievances existed; the U. N.'s presence in the 
background discouraged any thoughts Britain might have had of 
abusing its powers. 
The Protectorate of Uganda had the reputation of hav¬ 
ing been, throughout its colonial history, the most peaceful 
of the three territories which were politically discontent 
and had reached a danger point, however, in 1953 the 
Kabaka of Buganda, a British school and Guards-education 
sophisticate, titled with the new Governor, Sir Andrew Cohen. 
36 
Buganda sought separate independence, and had requested 
that the affairs of the kingdom be referred to the Foreign, 
not the Colonial Office. 
By 1950 Mozambique was no longer a Portuguese Colonial 
Empire; it had been dubbed an Overseas Province of Portugal. 
The Africans had learned Portuguese mores and culture in 
order to become Portuguese citizens. This was copied from 
the French policy of assimilation. The educational set up 
was left in the hands of the Catholic church and very little 
was taught besides catechism. A great deal of the labor force 
had to go to South Africa for work - some of this labor force 
was by contract but a great deal was illegal. 
The Belgian Congo was considered one of the most pros¬ 
perous European colonies in Africa because of its uranium 
and copper mines. The situation here was similar to that of 
Kenya with its settler community. The Europeans had control 
of the government with the central office begin in Brussels. 
Along with rapid economic developments their was a large 
increase in the population. 
Summary 
For Ghana - independence had been won. It was a 
time for victory celebrations; a time of watch and see what 
happens. Ghana was the first to succeed in winning her 
independence from the colonial rulers. With the new changes 
things were to be much better for everyone. But were they? 
On the top - new projects and programs where on the rise, 
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new facilities being built, education on the increase. Of 
course, the new leaders tried to keep their promises but 
it wasn't quite so easy. Pacification methods where still 
being employed. 
East Africa was a completely different story. It was 
much more difficult for the East African community to deal 
in its own business because of the settler community who had 
were running the entire operations in East Africa. 
The U. S. had always had a hand in "foreign affairs". 
It is not known completely how much of a hand the U. S. had 
in the slave trade from East Africa. It is know that the 
majority of Africans that served as slaves in the U. S. came 
from West Africa; but, becuase of the way things are reported 
there is no clear picture of what relations the United States 
had with the East African community in slaves, ivory, liquor 
and other items. 
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One of the most difficult conflicts for independence 
took place in French North Africa which is discussed by 
John Morrow in "Unrest in North Africa." 
The bitterest struggle for independence came from areas 
in North Africa against the French colonizers. The Algerian 
war lasted eight years. The Arab-African states of the north 
fought for and won their independence which played an important 
part in the establishment of unity in Africa. In the mid 
1950's Africans and Asians came together to coordinate ideas 
on international policy. At this meeting the principle of 
non-alignment was adopted. Around the same time methods 
were being worked out to organize the nationalist struggle 
against British colonial rule. The organization that was to 
take on this responsibility was the Pan-African Freedom Move¬ 
ment of East and Central Africa (PAFMECA). 
Nationalist feeling made its most important expression 
in Morocco in 1948. The Istiglal, a combination of small 
patroitic groups associated itself with the Sultan, the leader 
in Morocco. Allai el Fassi and Ahmed Balafrej fled the 
country after rioting broke out. Muhammed V, the Sultan, was 




The situation in Morocco erupted so fast the French 
government did not know what to do. Paris sent in a repre¬ 
sentative to iron out the differences; but as to be expected 
he was met with opposition from the settlers for his policy 
of concessions to the Muslims and indigenous population 
had no say so. On the anniversary of the Sultan's exile, an 
uprising took place and many settlers were killed. The Sultan 
was eventually brought back to lead the country. An agreement 
in March of 1956 made Morocco an independent kingdom. 
Tunisian nationalist politics were centered in the 
Neo-Destour Party, led by Habib Bourguiba. The settler oppo¬ 
sition group was fascist oriented and believed in developing 
the techniques to bring terrorism to the defense of the status 
quo. 
Negotiations for a settlement were forced to stop by 
the settler group in 1951. Nationalism was proscribed, 
Bourguiba was exiled in 1952, and his successor was murdered. 
Civil war was imminent when Pierre Mendes - France's new 
Prime Minister, flew to Tunisia with his offer of home rule; 
a long series of negotiations culminated in March 1956 with 
the recognition of independence for Tunisia just three weeks 
after that of Morocco. Bourguiba was restored from exile to 
become the first Prime Minister in 1957. 
The two main nationalist organizations in Algeria were 
UDMA (Union Démocratique du Manifeste Algérien) founded by 
moderate Ferhat Abbas around the basis of the Arab intelli- 
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gentsia, and the MTLD (Mouvement pour le Triomphe des Libertés 
Démocratiques), the popular body of Messali Hadj. Out of a 
series of splits in 1954 the CRU&, (the Comité Révolutionnaire 
pour 1'Unite et L'Action) and from this developed the FLN, 
(National Liberation Front). Open warfare would have been 
impossible with the well organized French military; but the 
FLN waged guerilla campaign until France recognized its 
nationhood. 
The situation was met with varying policies of repression 
alternating with indecision, confusion, vacillation, reform, 
forgetfulness, passion and desperation. By the time of the 
great crises of May 1958 and the collapse of the Republic no 
issue in French politics had any meaning compared with Algeria 
and not issued seemed further from resolution. 
By 1960, the Algerian Republic under Ferhat Albas was 
trying to determine the conditions of a cease fire and guaran¬ 
teed genuinely free elections. All France would agree to was 
the military conditions of a cease fire. 
George Shepperson in "Ethiopianism and African Nation¬ 
alism" discusses the relationship that the church had on the 
advancement of African nationalism. 
African nationalism was brought out into the open by 
many influences, one such influence being Christianity. 
Alone with the colonialist came the mission forces. 
The penetration of the Christian missionaries spread rapidly 
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throughout the whole of Africa. By the beginning of the 
nineteenth century, the Church of England (Anglican) and the 
Methodist missions were well established and flourishing. The 
1820's saw the coming of the Presbyterian Basel missionaries 
and the 1840's brought the Protestant denominations. Many of 
the indigenous people throught of the missionaries as "agents 
of colonial rule or as a foreign institution peddling an in¬ 
ferior philosophy of God." The rejection in the new ways im¬ 
plied a continued belief in the traditional culture or cultural 
nationalism. Many of the Christian converts broke away into 
what was to be known as the African Church Movement. The main 
reasons that the converts broke away was the African's ability 
to work out his own spiritual salvation and the aspect of 
cultural heritage. 
Missionary societies of every denomination^" experienced 
a boom in recruitment and in financial assistance with the 
beginning of Christian missions in Africa between 1890 and 1914. 
The main means by the missionaries was the establishment of 
village schools trying to teach a simple education of reading, 
writing, arithmetic and religious knowledge. 
Part of the significance of the Christian missions other 
than the teaching and religious work, the African was being 
introduced to the modern world. The missionaries were helping 
to make "good" colonial citizens out of the African and at the 
same time, unconsciously, teaching them to weight up and criti- 
   X 
Ijohn Hatch, Africa Today and Tomorrow. (London: 
Dennis, Dobson, 1962), p. 5CL 
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cize European influence. The mission schools produced the 
first real opposition to colonial rule. The opposition was 
directed by the educated African to capture the political and 
religious institutions introduced by Western society. 
The mission educated Christians were the first real 
nationalist. Some of the educated Christians believed that 
to succeed you had to join the mission churches and work your 
way up through the ranks. Others believed it was necessary 
for Africans to find their own independent churches and prepare 
for the inevitable challenge to the colonial authorities. 
The independent churches - the African nationalist had 
one major thought in mind. They wanted to be the decision 
makers of their own lives and the affairs of their country. 
George Shepperson, in the article "Ethiopianism and 
African Nationalism”, discussed the nationalist movement through 
religion in the southern part of Africa. 
In South Africa, as well as other places in Africa, the 
independent church movement was formulated because of the color 
bar in white churches; the search for avenues of personal 
advancement among the educated African; in the early stages, 
the vague feeling of nationalism among the people whose tradi¬ 
tional institutions were undermined by the group that wanted 
independence in their own churches. 
2 
The South African Independent Church Movement was greatly 
influenced by Black American Church Denominations. The most 
^Ade Ajayi and Ian Espie, A Thousand Years of West 
African History. (London: Thomas Nelson & Sons, 1965), p. 264. 
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influential being the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) 
Church which was established in South Africa in 1896. In 
1898, an American bishop of the AME church made a tour of 
South Africa to help in the final organization of the AME 
Church South Africa. 
Besides the influence of the American AME Church, the 
Bantu Movements had seventy-five separatist churches by 1912 
and the number continued to grow to eight hundred within a 
30-year period. In 1904, the South African Native Church changed 
itself into the Chrisitain Catholic Apostolic Church (CCAC) 
in Zion. The CCAC considered itself a more respectable form 
of separatist church. This pentecostal Zionist group was at 
the mercy of the individual spirit and it was swayed by its 
own powers to organize the Africans into communities. The 
group was considered as secretive as the traditional societies 
of the tribe. 
Ethiopianism was foremost in the southern part of 
Africa.^ 
Ethiopianism as used by scholars: The first, as 
used by Shepperson and Sundler, is to describe 
the independent African churches which began to 
emerge in the mid 1880's in South and Central 
Africa. Thus Ethiopianism is the secession from 
either a white mission church or from some other 
secessionist Church. A succinct definition of 
this type of Ethiopianism is given in an article 
by Clarence G. Contee - 'The establishment and 
operation of Christian Churches according to 
African ideals, methods, and objectives by and 
for Africans. . .' A variant of this type is 
^C. Grove Haines, ed., Africa Today. 
The John Hopkins Press, 1955), p. 100. 
(Baltimore : 
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Jomo Kenyatta's more specific linking of the 
term with the "Watch Tower Movement" in Central 
and East Africa. 
Another type of Ethiopianism is the much wider 
use of the term - "A general reference to 
the program" 'Africa for the Africans'", with 
a corresponding aversion to white domination. 
The last type of Ethiopianism which we may 
distinguish is that which Shepperson brings 
to our attention "which sums up in a crude 
form all Ethiopianist fantasies of many 
South and Central African whites in his day: 
a Pan-African conspiracy stirred up by foreign 
Negroes who were providing hitherto uncorrupted 
South African natives with seditious schooling 
in the United States (a white fantasy or 
ideology). 
This form of the nonconformist church took on the apocalytic 
characteristic of the American Church white and Negro. Ethio¬ 
pianism appeared in the truest sense in Southern Africa 
because of the large European population or European influence; 
the effective color bar; the missionaries and administrative 
exigencies and groups of educated Africans. The South Africans 
groups themselves around the AME Church; in Nyasaland and 
Central Africa the influence was the American National Baptist 
Church. In Nyasaland influence also came from the American 
4 
apocalylic sectarianism "Watch Tower." 
Other forms of nonconformist church movements were: 
Protestantism, Calvinist, Zionist and Scottish Calvinist 
mission. 
The move to nationalism through religious means was 
4Ibid., p. 105. 
46 
not all peaceful. In South Africa, four thousand Africans 
lost their lives in 1906 in the Bambata rebellion. In 1921, 
three hundred and three "Israelite" were stopped by police. 
In Nyasaland, the overthrow of Watch Tower lead to the arrest 
and deportation of its leader. There was a native uprising 
in 1915 led by Chilembwe leader of Watch Tower. 
The support of the movements marked the close of a 
distinct phase of Ethiopianism in which religion and politics 
reenforced each other to revolutionary ends and it opened a 
new period of forcing political action into secular channels. 
The one thing that the American Negro Church organiza¬ 
tion had to learn the hard way was - that even though they 
brought prestige, financing and organizing experience to the 
African from the parent organization - that they were still 
foreigners in Africa. 
Harriet Mitchell in "The Development of Nationalism in 
French-Morocco" deals with the changes that the Moroccans went 
through to gain their independence and what brought about 
this interest. 
By the beginning of the twentieth century Algeria had 
already been governed for many years as if it were a part of 
France. In Tunisia and Morocco, however, the governments of 
the Bey and the Sultan survived the establishment of the Pro¬ 
tectorates. They were, however, increasingly staffed with 
French officials. All three countries were poor, suffering 
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from perennial droughts, poor sils, and above all, from 
difficulties of communication caused by the moutainous interior. 
The French now tackled these problems with determination, 
especially that of communication. 
The territory which differed most from Algeria was 
Morocco. This was partly because French rule there did not 
begin until 1912. It was mainly because of the outstanding 
character of its first Resident-General, Marshall Lyautey, who 
held the office for thirteen years, from 1912 until 1925. 
Lyautey was a colonial ruler of the highest order. He under¬ 
stood and respected the traditional institutions of North 
African Islam, and was determined that they should be preserved 
with dignity. At the same time he had a sure grasp of economic 
affairs, and the rapid modernization of the Moroccan economy 
was largely his work. When he came to Morocco he found it 
submerged in a wave of anarchy. 
In the early 1920's Lyautey's pacification was rudely 
interrupted by the Rif War. The Berbers of the Rif mountains 
in the northern zone of Morocco rose against the inefficient 
and often unjust Spanish military government. Brilliantly 
led by a former Muslim judge called Abd al-Qrim, they defeated 
the Spanish force in 1921 and followed this up by pushing the 
Spaniards into the coastal towns. 
In 1925, Lyautey sent in his resignation to the French 
government in protest against the delays in sending him the 
reenforcements which he had asked for during the crisis of the 
Rif War. His resignation was gladly accepted much to his 
surprise. 
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His successors, who were lesser men than he, soon 
pushed the old ruling classes into the background, giving them 
no further opportunity to modernize the traditional institu¬ 
tions. In 1927, when the old Sultan died, the French 
arranged for a young prince, Sidi Muhammad, to accede to the 
throne of Morocco. The French imagined that they could educate 
the young Sultan to rule entirely according to their wishes. 
They could not have been more mistaken, for after the Second 
World War Sidi Muhammad became the leader of the Moroccan 
nationlist movement. The French also attempted to play off 
the Berbers against the Arabs; the result was to unite them 
in opposition to French rule. 
In Morocco it was possible to foresee the emergence of 
free, reformed, Muslim states. Moroccans looked back with 
pride over a long and glorious past. Their Sultan claimed 
descent from the Prophet Muhammad, and was the spiritual as 
well as the temporal leader of the country. The young Sidi 
Muhammad did not abandon his outward show of subservience to 
the French until after the Second World War, but his sympathies 
were known long before. The foundations of the nationalist 
movement, however, were laid by others. One such leader being 
Ahmad Belafrej , an eighteen-year-old student. He later became 
Prime Minister. He said, "without freedom the darkness of 
the grave is more comforting to the spirit than the light of 
the sun." A secret association was formed to oppose French 
rule by any and every means. Nearly 20 years of preparation 
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by journalism and political organizations were to be necessary 
before early movements like this one were able to combine in 
1944 as the Istiqlal, or Party of Independence. The Istiqlal 
Party had the support of the Sultan and of a large section of 
the Moroccan people. 
Summary 
The problems that occurred in North Africa were similar 
to those of the rest of Africa. It seemed, though, that the 
authors all felt that it took longer for those in the North 
to get on the band wagon and for them to fight for their 
independence. But once the match was lit, it burst into an 
explosive agent. The nationalist movement fought until indepen¬ 
dence was won in the '60s. 
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CHAPTER V 
LITERATURE AND ART 
"African Renaissance" by Rosey E. Poole deals with the 
transition from a highly civilized primitive community, in 
which only a few realized the importance of their inherent 
culture, to the busy organized routine of a modern community 
implies more than merely social and economic problems. Apart 
from those who came to Africa to take away her material trea¬ 
sures , there came those who with the best of intentions had 
gone to the far off land to give; to bestow upon a foreign 
people not only the best they had to present them with, 
Christianity, but at the same time their western ideals of 
art, their conception of beauty, their misunderstanding of 
"primitive" culture, native lore, indigenous crafts, and tribal 
ethics. 
Many who of late years have come to Europe, and in parti¬ 
cular to Britain, in order to learn that they may serve their 
old-new country as doctors, teachers, lawyers, nurses, have 
rediscovered themselves and their national assets through the 
stimulating contrasts of life under a foreign sky. 
Some time ago the International Faculty of Arts had an 
exhibition in London. Among the works on show, visitors saw 
a charming, unusual set of chessmen. The bishops appeared 
to be African medicine men; a tribal chieftain stand in the 
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of the king; an amazing variety of Yoruba hairstyles adorn 
the delicate heads of young women, some of them carrying their 
tiny babies in the traditional way - they are the game's pawns. 
Each of the figures is carved of the paper weight wood of 
African thorns by the able hands of Akerodulu, student of 
museum-administration, another link in the chain of artists who 
have found their way home. 
The visual arts of Africa won fame earliest and easiest 
in other parts of the world and they are first and with the 
least difficulties regained by those of whom they belong. The 
confusingly many languages and vernaculars of Africa, however, 
are hiding her literary treasure-coves in an almost impene¬ 
trable jungle. 
Anyone faintly acquainted with the African's superb 
sense of rhythm, will not be surprised to hear that the most 
lively section within the West African Arts Club is its Group 
of Traditional Dancers and Musicians. Through many meetings 
and demonstrations of the West African Arts Club's first year 
of life rang the sound of jingling bells hanging from Lasi- 
bekan's talking drums. To Africans and Europeans alike, to 
people whose ears are rarely used to distinguish finer dif¬ 
ferences in sound than just half tones, Lasibekan explains and 
demonstrates the subtle inflections of Yoruba language, which 
may be rendered by tightening the drumskin by means of strings 
around the instrument. 
It is. hope that the writer1 s knowledge and the reader ' s 
grow with the growing of Africa; and when a foreign culture 
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may sometimes seem strange and its problems almost beyond 
comprehension, think of this ancient Ewe lore: "Wisdom is 
like a boa-boa tree ; no human arms can go around it." 
Peter Abrahams in "Conflicts of Culture" talks about 
the conflicts that arise from independence. The transition 
from the tribal past into the technological present. The new 
African administration is concerned with (a) getting the new 
work at hand done; (b) to detribalize the African and make 
him more cognizant about politics. The educated African 
caused conflicts and misunderstanding because of his new 
found western ideology which refuses to give equal opportunity 
to people of color; and tries to put down tribal ways as not 
democratic; elusive, tries to instill fear, condones acts 
which should be rejected. Two similar cases were cited to 
show how the conflicts were caused. One being that of Jomo 
Kenyatta who spent many years in Europe and that of Kwame 
Nkrumah who also studied abroad for many years. They both 
tried to superimpose western training on a tribal society. 
Their ideas may have had more impact if they had not been 
preaching one thing and doing something else; such as showing 
favoritism toward their particular tribes rather than national 
loyalty. 
Although the acts were similar the people reacted 
differently towards them. Nkrumah was ousted in a coup d'etat 
and Kenyatta is till holding the power of his country in his 
hand. 
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Rene Maran in his article Andre Gide and L'Afrique 
Noire talks about Gide's travels through Africa. One of his 
first visits took him through white Africa - Tunisia, Algeria 
and the desert south of Algeria. Because Gide felt that 
travel enrichs cultivated minds and strong souls and also 
because he has witnessed the rhythm and movements of few Black 
Africans he returned for another tour. 
Upon Gide's return, he was shocked at the treatment 
that the African had to take from their colonial rulers. The 
average African had no say in the way in which he was governed 
except in the purely local affairs of his village; and even 
the village headmen, although African, were appointed by, and 
were subordinate to, the French district officers. Visitors 
from Trader Horn to Gide to Gorer, were unanimous in their 
condemnation of the system. British Africa was beset by many 
injustices, but the Frenchmen Gide found the contrast between 
the Gold Coast and French West Africa appalling, and shameful 
to any sensitve Frenchman. A conservative English writer 
of the period summed up the situation thus: "There is no 
doubt that the Negroes of French West Africa are a dispirited 
miserable and resentful people, who can now only be ruled by 
fear. It is not merely the colonial policy which has brought 
them to this state, but the brutal and abusive manner in 
which the French treat them on nearly every occasion, and the 
systematic way in which they are cheated in each transaction." 
But if this repressive regime produced dispirited 
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resentment, it did not encourage nationalism. Few French 
Africans were willing to stand up and speak for their 
brothers. Some of the harsh treatment that was inflicted 
on the Africans consisted of castrating of having ears and 
toes cut off to show loyalty of servitude. 
Colonial administrators were competing among them¬ 
selves for high ratings from the colonial office. Tax 
collection was only one example. The more money collected 
the higher the ratings; the means of collection was not impor¬ 
tant. Because of concerned people many things have changed - 
especially, that of sworn bandits. 
Ladislas Segy has two articles that are interrelated; 
"Aspects of the Study of African Art", and "The Significance 
of African Art." In these articles, he discusses the early 
development of African Art and its meaning to Africa and the 
Western World. 
Tribal institutions were well established in Africa 
in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries in the form of 
political set up, religion and social organizations. Each 
organization had its own means of expression. The religious 
and political organizations expressed its function through 
art. This form of expression spread to the every-day man. 
Religious expression of and to the gods were done through 
sculpture. The carvings and graven images could be found 
throughout the palaces and at the centers of worship. The 
worshippers had carvings of the carious gods in their homes. 
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Although Africa had been well explored by the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the art of Africa 
was not recognized in the Western world until after 1905, 
when various bronzes, ivory and wooden carvings from Benin"*" 
where brought to the Western world. 
The sculpture of Negro Africa produced the most abundant 
and diversified work humanity every had. Segy's viewpoints 
of the newly explored arts of Africa are: The first being 
the morphological point of view. The substance of the sculp¬ 
ture (wood, stone, metal, terra cotta, etc.) meaningful in 
what was produced, its significance to the indivic&æéJLand its 
function. The form produced by the artist used to express 
his artistic instinct and the emotional impact of the time. 
The African can often read what the artist is trying to depict 
from conventional association - the emotion expressed in the 
shapes. 
The second point of view is the Mythologies and Legends 
behind the sculptures. The background of life, thought the 
history are creation of cosmic order, earth, tribal origins, 
African literature, medium of communication, etc. The inter¬ 
relation of myth and sculpture found in the Equestrian figure 
(Yoruba and Bini). The archaelogical interest brought up 
many questions that the historical phase tried to answer but 
found few answers. With these questions came more excavations, 
-*-Once under the colonial administration of the Niger 
Coast Protectorate; later remaned to the Protectorate of 
Southern Nigeria. 
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exploring and investigations into the African Empires. The 
meaning of facial expressions, the shapes, the material 
used and how these naturalistic portraitures relate to 
neighboring kingdoms. The investigations into African art 
brought out linquistic names. The names explained the 
socialization and contact with tribes. Tribal styles were 
rarely, if ever, exchanged or shared. The names vary and 
mean different things to different tribes. But to each, names 
carry with it magic power. There are three types of names: 
(1) which represents the inner self - the living breath of 
the individual; (2) which represents the spirit quality (can 
be increased or decreased) and (3) the "name of address" 
what the individual is known as in daily life. The last 
factor being the psychoanalytical approach which deals with 
the recurrent patterns in art, the names (hero and feeling 
of confidence, tribal affection which stops incestuous be¬ 
havior, reassurance of victory in dangerous encounters, the 
use of statues to cure illness and protection). 
Ulli Beier, in "Attitudes of Educated Africans to the 
Traditional Art," discussed how many educated Africans dis¬ 
liked African Art until it became more popular in the 
twentieth century to the Western world. Many thought of their 
music, history and customs as ugly, crude, not true to life, 
and hard to define. But the African considered it "art" 
because it caused strong emotional reaction. The creation of 
music and symbols were used because of the difficulty to 
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express himself in words; examples being, Buddha, Nyaner and 
Sango. 
Another reason for the non-appreciation of African Art 
was due to the fact it was associated with paganism. The 
African began to see the absurdity in believing their culture 
was inferior and that the European could teach "higher moral 
values" to the "savages" when sixty serious crimes are corn- 
mi ted every hour, twenty-four hours a day, three hundred and 
sixty-five days a year in the United Kingdom. 
It is dangerous to interpret economic revolution as a 
change from bad to good. The political, social and economic 
dangers are an adjustment to conditions. African art is not 
merely entertaining but expresses the unconscious emotions of 
the nation. 
Therefore, with the nationalist movements on the rise 
and with the explorations into African Art by the Western 
World, it became somewhat understood, more respected and more 
industrialized. 
Music is a very important aspect of African life. It 
is started early in a child's life and continues up through 
adulthood. Music, dancing and drama are conceived as one. 
Music, dancing and drama are the aspects discussed in S. D. 
Cudjoe's, "The Techniques of Ewe Drumming and the Social 
Importance of Music in Africa." 
The traditional organization of music for performance 
by different groups on social occasions along with dance and 
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and drama has resulted in the creation of a large number of 
musical types. There are musical types for festivals, worship, 
and various ceremonies. There are also types performed by 
men, by women, by both men and women, and by children. 
Each society creates its own set of musical types 
for the occasions that it considers important in organized 
social life. Some societies have music for communal labor or 
for specific forms of domestic activities, while others do not 
set special music aside for these. Each musical type may con¬ 
sist of individual items or stylistic variations which may be 
performed in specific contexts. There are items created for 
performance during prescribed phases of a ceremony, a rite or 
a festival, items which may be performed to set the mood for 
an activity. 
At a funeral, one may watch music and dancing at some 
stage or listen to funeral dirges performed in free rhythms 
by women pacing up and down in free expressive movements, or 
listen to mourning songs sung to the accompaniment of rattles 
by groups of women, or a choral lament performed by people in 
seated position or by singers moving in a procession. 
In general, there is a great deal of emphasis on vocal 
music, for songs offer the best opportunities for group parti¬ 
cipation. With a single drum to provide a background of rhy¬ 
thmic accompaniment, or a bell or hand-clapping to outline 
the pulsation of the music, a community will go on singing 
and dancing interminably. The absence of an indigenous tradi¬ 
tion of writing in the past made the song an invaluable medium 
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for recording traditions and for creating social commentary 
and criticism. It is because the song is an avenue of poetic 
expression that opportunities are sought for the singing of 
song interludes at ceremonies and performances of recreational 
dances. The full drum ensemble would often cease playing 
during the singing of such interludes so that the words of the 
song can be heard distinctly. There are varying types, 
shapes and tones of drums. Each having a specific purpose. 
A number of different techniques are used to bring out the 
essential tone and rhythmic potentialities of each drum. Some 
are played with sticks, others with the hand or the fingers 
or with stick and hand. 
The drum, in Africa, is used for purposes other than 
entertainment. One such purpose is communication and this 
is done with what is called "the talking drum." The talking 
drums are used with tonal languages. Robert Armstrong in his 
article "Talking Drums in the Benue-Cross River Region of 
Nigeria" discusses how the talking drums are used in that 
particular area. 
The general principle which underlies the "talk" of 
various instruments in Africa is quite generally and quite 
correctly understood to lie in the tonal quality of most of 
the languages and in the fact that the instruments reproduce 
the tones, stresses and numbers of syllables in various utter¬ 
ances. What the instruments transmitted, not usually a code or 
a cipher, but rather an abstraction from the total speech 
utterance. Tone languages establishes two general types of 
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tone systems; "gliding-pitch contour systems" and 'level- 
pitch register systems." In the level pitch register system, 
the basic features are level tonemes which do not rise or fall 
during its pronunciation. Languages with two, three and four 
tonemic levels are known from West Africa. A high tone is a 
tone level with or above any other tone in the immediate 
vicinity. Monosyllabic words distinguished in such a system 
by tone alone cannot in principle be identified when uttered 
in isolation. 
Two or more membrance drums may be used for talking as 
in the Gold Coast. This system is not common in Idoma, but 
is seen in certain ceremonies. Much more frequent is the use 
of a medium-sized membrane drum, open at one end. The 
drummer sits on it and gets several tones by using the middle 
and edge of the membrane, by hitting the wooden frame, and by 
using his heel against the membrane to alter the tension. 
This is the usual instrument of the chief drummer at a dance 
which the large slit log gong is not permitted. 
Another interesting instrument is a long, narrow gourd, 
open at both ends. In Idoma it is a woman's instrument. The 
larger end is stuck against the thigh, the smaller end being 
either open or held closed. The hand may strike the smaller 
end, with the larger end free or held against the thigh. It 
is an intimate instrument for use in the home, and is often 
used for telling short stories to children. Flutes in great 
variety are used. The larger horns, consisting of long, 
narrow gourds fitted together, give only two and are more 
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commonly used in a symphony of four instruments playing in 
hocket, each sounding its note at the proper time. The 
small piano mounted in a gourd and played with the thumbs 
talks readily. 
In Egede and other parts of Nigeria, Armstrong found 
a well-developed yodelling language which can be heard readily 
for over a mile. The head of the compound uses it every 
morning in a formal greeting to the heads of the families 
under him. He inquires as to the health of their families and 
their plans for the day. Whistling languages are highly 
developed and widely spread in Nigeria. Every syllable has 
its proper tone, all these languages, including Ibo and Yoruba 
can be whistled readily. 
The use of talking instruments is important in the 
study of West African languages because it facilitates the 
investigation of the morpho-phonology, the systematic changes 
which the speech sounds undergo when they enter into syntactic 
and morphological context. 
The general function of the drums in society occupy a 
range of roles similar to that covered by the pipe organs, 
orchestras, and jazz bands in America. They do everything 
from supply the rhythm of the recreational dances to intoning 
the most sacred truths known to the people. The big slit-log 
gongs are used for signalling important events, such as the 
death of a senior elder, the outbreak of war, etc. These 
drums are not played often. They are used only with the 
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permission of the elders. 
Drumming is a highly skilled profession, and goes in 
certain families. Drummers are usually reluctant to talk 
about their methods. The drummers must be paid for their 
services, and often feel that their importance to the commu¬ 
nity is not properly appreciated. At a dance the chief drummer 
maintains a running commentary on the dance, controls the line 
dances with great precision, calls particular persons by name 
to dance solo, tells them what dance to do, corrects them as 
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Clara Urquhart, in the article "A Visit to the Africa 
of Dr. Albert Schweitzer" is concerned with the person of 
Dr. Schweitzer and the hospital he established in Africa. 
First, Clara Urquhart made a comparison of South 
Africa with Gabon. 
South Africa Gabon 
vast industrialized area the indigenous are in 
large part urbanized 
infinite horizons abundance of water 
lack of water have the vote 
Africa torn by racial tension 
- land hunger 
- greed of white men 
right to land and to 
cultivate it 
- unjust laws good educational facili¬ 
ties 
civil service large 
extent African 
Living conditions may be slightly better in Gabon but race 
relations no better than in South Africa. 
Dr. Schweitzer established his hospital at Lambarene, 
South Africa. Dr. Schweitzer held three doctorates in music, 
philosophy and theology. He was a concert organist and was 
considered the greatest living interpreter of Bach. At the 
age of 30 he studied medicine. Upon his completion, with his 
wife and L600 from recitals he went to the unhealthiest spot 
of Africa to heal the sick. 
During World War I, he was arrested as an enemy alien. 
65 
66 
He was shipped with his wife to an internment camp in France 
in 1916. Upon his release in 1924, he returned to Africa to 
rebuild his hospital. The Paris Bach Society, to which he 
belonged sent him a piano with organ pedals so he could con¬ 
tinue to play music. 
On the hospital grounds he started a citrus and vege¬ 
table garden. 
The hospital consisted of several buildings to house 
staff, African and European patients and the dining room. The 
Africans that had to remain for long periods of time were per¬ 
mitted to bring their families and huts were provided on the 
hospital grounds. There was also a Leper villa developed one 
mile from the main building. Leprosy patients usually had to 
remain seven years. 
Schweitzer was reproached by European friends for 
dedicating his life to the inferior group of people. His 
reply was, "the temptation of disposing of things we do not 
understand by calling them inferior and that they had no real 
basis to judge what is superior or inferior." 
Clara Urguhart discusses race relations in her article 
"South Africa". Race relations in South Africa is to a great 
i 
degree part of the greater problem of the whole of Africa; and 
that greater problem in turn is but a small part of the whole 
problem of life. 
The whites whose home is there are called either "South 
Africans" or "Afrikaaners" if their home language is Afrikaans. 
The blacks are called "Africans" or "native." The peoples of 
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mixed color are known as the "coloured" or the "Cape coloured," 
and those of Indian origin as "Asiatics." The very spirit 
of a common citizenship is missing, and racialism is rife - 
not only between white and black, but between colored and 
black, and all through the various strata of races and 
nationalities which go to populate South Africa. 
There are some eleven million people whose permanent 
home is South Africa and not only do they originate from any 
and diverse races and nationalities, but they are further 
divided by the multiplicity of their religious beliefs. 
There are some six hundred "Christian" sects to which the 
black South Africans claim to adhere. The South Africans of 
Indian origin are of course divided into Hindu and Muslim. 
And, while the English-speaking South Africans adhere to one 
or another of the Protestant churches, or to the Roman Catholic 
faith, the Afrikaans-speaking South Africans are nearly all 
staunch supporters of the Dutch Reformed Church - a comfortable 
faith in a sense, because it gives them the backing of the 
"The Book" in their desire for an eternal "white supremacy." 
The problem of injustice is individsible, and one has 
more elements for judging and putting right injustices if 
they are perpetrated close to oneself, where one can judge 
them from first-hand knowledge. In many cases the facile, and 
even the less facile, critics of South Africa do not have 
all the real elements with which to judge. They do not know 
that the present-day generation in South Africa did not make 
the problems. The inherited them. 
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The facile critics would say that there must be a 
middle way. And the rely would be that that middle way did 
exist in the past but that it no longer enters in to the realm 
of reality. Even given time it would be impossible to make 
them understand all the reasons, because they have their roots 
in history, in economics, in sociology, in emotions, and more 
and more, senstive thinkers are looking deep into the subcon¬ 
scious to seek the cause for racial hostilities. 
The fact that the nine million non-whites are in great 
part suffering material and spiritual frustration. Their 
mental, material and spiritual growth is being hampered at 
every turn, and this is no new state of affairs. That is why 
people talk of suicide to the imaginery facile critic. Suicide 
is not a natural impulse, and the black South Africans have 
no suicide tradition. Nor have they any long religious tradi¬ 
tion which teaches that it is better to die than to kill one's 
soul by unchristian acts. Many of the whites on the other 
hand have such a religious tradition. But is it not expecting 
the impossible to expect great numbers of white South Africans 
to be Chrisitan in the sense that only Christ and a few saints 
have been Christians. 
Men of good will are at work building to achieve the 
wider unity which would end in the "United States of Africa." 
Clara Urquhart is referring to the Capricorn Africa Society, 
which was founded by men of many races in 1949. The founders 
are aware that words alone are not enough. Acts of good faith 
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will follow, and will follow quickly; for the men of vision of 
all races who have given this new hope to Africa and the world 
realize that history no longer moves at the pace of the ox, 
even in Africa. They realize that there is not much time left 
if disaster is to be averted. 
With the awakening of African nationalism, Africa saw 
itself in a new light, culturally, socially, economically and 
politically. As Africa saw itself in this new light, foreign 
countries began to change their attitude about Africa. The 
Negro in America also began to look toward African with a new 
perspective. But before this major change of attitude we will 
take a look at some of the earlier feelings. Marguerite Cart¬ 
wright in her article "Teaching the African Unit" discusses 
the methods of teaching about Africa to Fourth Graders. It 
explains very vividly why such a negative attitude is developed 
towards Africa. 
Teachers tend to be biased when talking about other 
cultural groups by emphasizing superficial differences, signs 
of ethnocentrism, unsound intercultural practices. Little is 
ever mentioned converning cultural contributions, and no effort 
is made to offset stereotypes. 
Africa is presented in mass media as dense jungles with 
howling savages. Nothing is mentioned of its history or tradi¬ 
tion and nothing of its present state or its look toward the 
future. Marguerite Cartwirght took the impressions of 251 
fourth graders in New York City schools at the end of the 
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teaching of the African Unit. The children expressed the 
African and his surroundings as strange or different. The 
more occurring differences being language, food, housing, 
inferior taste in dress, inability to read or write. In the 
schools, the unit was taught in terms of Livingstone and Stan¬ 
ley. Which helped to confirm the stereotypes. These stereo¬ 
types were also reenforced by distorted pictures in national 
publications ; the lack of understanding of the African carving 
and the missionary attitutdes of saving the poor savages. 
Harold Isaac in a relating article, "The American Negro 
and Africa: Some Notes," tries to explain the Negro aversion 
to things African. 
Isaac expresses some of the save views in his article, 
with more emphasis on the educated or adult class. The Negro 
American, in his mind, takes in the great changes, the new 
figures, new images, new emotions, the new and exhilarating 
appeals to prideful and beneficial association, while holding 
somewhere deep within all that was put there about African and 
his kinship to it in years long gone by. Most Negro scholars 
and writers of the last two or three generations had had their 
energies quite fully engaged in the task of lifting the Negro's 
place in American life and history out of the mere ignorance, 
prejudice, and obloguy in which so much white writing and 
scholarship confirmed it in the past. At this point, the 
writers in their uplifting were concerned with the Negro not 
as African or ex-African but as American. But, of those 
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articles written on Africa, they concerned themselves with: 
reestablishing the African heritage as something for Negroes to 
be pride of, trying to offset the common Negro attitudes about 
Africa; Africa in world politics; and the arts of Africa. 
In the rediscovery process, writers are studying the new 
politics, new sociologies, the new economics of changing Africa. 
With the new rediscovery there has been more contact between 
Africans and Negro Americans. The stereotypes are breaking 
down and the aversion to Africa is disappearing. 
In the rediscovery process, the movements to bring 
Africans and Negro Americans closer together were the Garvey 
movement — "Back to Africa" and DuBois "Pan Africanism". 
Today, with such emphases on Africa by Black Americans 
it would be difficult to believe that at one time there was 
no interest in Africa or the desire to be associated with. 
Almost every Black publication and Black writer is talking 
about "the homeland." There is also a great desire by Blacks 
to visit the continent and to have closer ties with Africans. 
William Browne in his article, "Health as a Factor in 
African Development" brings into focus the European contri¬ 
butions to the environment and the health improvements that 
took place. As Browne puts it, the occupation of Africa by 
the Europeans brought many things to the light of the Western 
World. Apart from the economic depression, colonial govern¬ 
ments faced enormous difficulties; Africa was an unhealthy 
country. 
The European was virtually unprepared for Africa. The 
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diseases and conditions that were taking place in Africa 
were no longer pervalent in Europe. The conditions were un¬ 
sanitary, there was a great nutritional deficiency which 
caused an economic drain. 
Before the contact with Europeans introduced such food 
stuffs as maize and cassava, the forest peoples were predomi¬ 
nantly cultivators depending on root crops. They also culti¬ 
vated kola tress and obtained palm products from their forest 
environment. In addition to cultivation, the forest peoples 
kept prominent domestic livestock and hunting and trapping 
were prominent in the traditional economy. In the northern 
part of Africa, the domestication of cereal began the practice 
of agriculture. The domestication of animals as an associated 
process, perhaps as a result of wild animals hanging around 
the more permanent human settlements to obtain scraps or to 
try to eat crops or scrubble; to lure were seen to be an 
easier way of hunting, and an easier way still of ensuring a 
meat supply if you did not immediately kill all your captured 
livestock. The first of the domestication might have been 
the sheep. The dog came next, at first probably as food 
rather than as a hunting companion. All this made it possible 
for a greater permanence of settlement in one place, an 
accumulation of resources, the beginning of specialization 
of jobs, and the release of some members of the community 
from the task of force production. 
Nutritional deficiency may be directly or indirectly 
related to environmental insanitation. Malaria and sleeping 
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sickness provide the major drain on physical and mental 
powers. Attacks of malaria (mainly at sowing and harvest 
time for farmers) causes weakness and lethargy, and also 
causes hunger. One in five children born excape malaria, 
one fifth or one-sixth of the children born die because of 
it, and a great many grow up with some loss of natural energy. 
William Browne in his article "Health as a Factor in African 
Development," talks of nutritional deficiency he is concerned 
about not the amount available but the type of food consumed. 
He states that not enough protein is consumed for the proper 
functioning of the body. The lack of proper protein causes 
the dietary disease, Kwashiorkor. Meat consumption is very 
low throughout Africa. 
Livestock in earlier times was not to be consumed. In 
some parts of Africa it is scarce due to the tsetse fly, 
tropical rains, and forest type terrain. The slaughtering 
of livestock was against the customs and mores of the African. 
Even today, some types of animals and fowls are not for human 
consumption, but are used for sacrifices and for house pets. 
Sleeping sickness, as caused by the tsetse fly, was 
an influential factor in the slave trade and also produced 
the stereotype of "lazy niggers." 
Africa's slow development in tropical Africa was due 
to its immunity from invasion - no good harbors, no rivers 
fall hundreds of feet to the sea near coast, bush made it 
impossible and making penetration impossible. 
Africa fell under Portuguese rule, who later lost out 
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to France an England because they could not cope with Africa's 
geographical and epidemological problems. 
With the settlement of the European in East and South 
Africa where climatic conditions were favorable, came improved 
health conditions. Better means of sowing and reaping a har¬ 
vest, improved machinery, etc., also came diseases that were 
unknown to Africa such as syphilis and tuberculosis. 
Colonial powers have invested large sums of money to 
improve medical conditions. They set up a community for 
technical cooperation, scientific Council for Africa assisted 
by the United States, World Health Organization; opened medi¬ 
cal, sanitary engineering and medico-sociological centers in 
regions of Africa, and the United Nations International Child 
Emergency Fund started working on problems of malnutrition. 
CHAPTER VII 
CONCLUSIONS 
During the period 1950 - 1959, Phylon published twenty 
seven articles relating to Africa. A review of these articles 
was done in this thesis. The articles discussed subjects 
which included Politics and Independence; History; Ideological 
Issues; Literature and Art; Health; and African-Afro-American 
Relations. 
There were seven articles which discussed Politics and 
Independence. In this section George Padmore's "Behind the 
Mau Mau;" and Morris Siegel's "Some Areas of Transition" dis¬ 
cussed the occupation of the white settler community and its 
domination on the African population of Kenya. The long 
hard struggle, the lives lost, in order for Kenya to become 
an independent nation free of colonial rule. Ghana also 
had a long, hard struggle for independence; but a bit diffe¬ 
rent from that of Kenya - it did not have to contend with 
the European settler community; but it had to face the 
British government. The beginning struggles, the methology, 
the final triumph was discussed in "Some Areas of Transition: 
The Gold Coast and Kenya." "Movement Towards Colonial Freedom" 
and "The Gold Coast Begins Self-Government talks about the 
administrative set up of the Gold Coast before and after 
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colonial rule. This period includes the process of voting, 
tribalistic practices as it has to do with the national govern¬ 
ment, and the general distrust of the government officials. 
Rita Hinden and H. H. Smythe practically sum up the 
whole chapter. Rita Hinden discussed the problems that were 
going on throughout Africa due to the self-government struggles 
and the few successes the first years of the struggle. Smythe's 
article discussed what happen in Nigeria after independence 
but what very well could have been any nation on the continent. 
Chapter III deals with History. "The Gold Coast into 
Ghana" and "Ghana: The First Year" by Russell Warren Howe 
related the joys, the enthusiasm, the ceremonies that took 
place during Ghana's independence ceremony and the administrative 
set up and policies during the first year of Africa rule. 
George Shepperson in "East Africa" talked about the 
relationship East Africa and the United States had during the 
slave trade period. He tried to stress the point that more 
slaves actually came from East Africa than is recognized. 
This came about with the transfer of slaves across Africa and 
then there importation into the United States. 
Robert Armstrong's articles gives a general description 
of the East African community. Its make up, its responsibility 
to its colonial rulers and its move towards independence. 
In Chapter IV, Ideological Issues were discussed. The 
issue that was foremost was that of Nationalism. North Africa 
was slower to join the band wagon toward independence; but 
once it did - there was no stopping. The struggle that took 
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place in North Africa can be considered the bitterest struggle 
for independence on the whole of Africa. 
The articles talk about the leaders, methods, the 
people. In each of the three articles there seems to be a 
feeling expressed that was not portraited in other articles 
dealing with the independence of the African nations. 
External help was not forthcoming to North Africa to help it 
win its struggle. 
Nine articles were reviewed in Chapter V, Literature and 
Art. The three articles on literature discussed the apprecia¬ 
tion, skepticism, the disbelief of and in the African Culture. 
Rene Maran's article discussed the travels of Gide and how 
fascinated he was with Black Africa and how appalled he was 
of the treatment they were receiving from their administrators. 
The Africans took more notice of their beliefs and art 
with the increased interest of the Western world as discussed 
by Poole and Abrahams. 
Sculpture, carvings, music, dance, drumming have always 
been a part of the African society. With the coming of inde¬ 
pendence the "educated" African considered his art as inferior 
because the white man stereotyped it as pagan. But, as times 
changed, attitudes changed also. Segy in his articles goes 
through the phases of African art from its earliest time 
through the present (1958). 
The drums have many uses in the African society. In 
early times it was a means of communication. Today, the 
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"talking drums are mainly used in ceremonies. Drumming is 
also a part of the social function of the African society as 
well as Music and Dance, which are considered one. 
The section on art as a group, traces African art from 
earliest times through the present. They also talk about 
attitudinal changes. All agreed that African art is of more 
interest to the African today than every before and that the 
Western world is looking to it more closely. 
There has always been some degree of prejudice by 
Americans when discussing foreign countries or other ethnic 
groups within this society. This was brought out in Marguerite 
Cartwright's article that talked about the attitudes of child¬ 
ren after they had completed studying a unit on Africa. The 
attitudes were totally negative towards Africa because of the 
material and the opinions of the instructors of the children 
used in the study. Stereotypes develop and are blown out of 
proposition. This same negative attitude was found in 'edu¬ 
cated Negro Americans' before more interest was focused on 
the continent of Africa. There was a feeling of dislike 
until the Pan-African movements developed. This was the opin¬ 
ion of Harold Isaac in his article. Today, Black Americans 
are talking about the 'Motherland;' more visits are being 
made; writers, artists and others are trying to portray 
Africa in their work. Afro-Americans are trying to find their 




1950 - 1959 
VOLUMES 11-20 
1951 
Andre Gide and L'Afrique Norie 
by Rene Maran, translated by Mercer Cook, Volume 
XII, No. 2, pages 164-170. 
The Significance of African Art 
by Ladislas Segy, Volume XII, No. 4, pages 371-377. 
1952 
The U. S. and East Africa 
by George Shepperson, Volume XIII, No. 1, pages 
25-34. 
Teaching the African Unit 




by Rosey E. Poole, Volume XIV, No. 1, pages 5-8. 
Ethiopianism and African Nationalism 
by George Shepperson, Volume XIV, No. 1, pages 9-18 
Health As a Factor in African Development 
by William Browne, Volume XIV, No. 2, pages 148-156 
The Techniques of Ewe Drumming and the Social 
Importance of Music in Africa 
by S. D. Cudjoe, Volume XIV, No. 3, pages 280-291. 
A Visit to the Africa of Dr. Albert Schweitzer 
by Clara Urquhart, Volume XIV, No. 3, pages 295-301 
Behind the Mau Mau 
by George Padmore, Volume XIV, No. 4, pages 355-372 
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Some Areas of Transition 
The Gold Coast and Kenya 
by Morris Siegel, Volume XIV, No. 4, pages 413-416. 
South Africa 
by Clara Urquhart, Volume XIX, No. 4, pages 417-421. 
1954 
Self Government in Africa: Problems of Status in 
Divided Societies 
by Rita Hinden, Volume XV, No. 1, pages 65-68. 
African Political Systems 
by James B. Christensen, Volume XV, No. 1, pages 69-83. 
Talking Drums in the Benue-Cross River Region of Nigeria 
by Robert G. Armstrong, Volume XV, No. 4, pages 355-364. 
1955 
The Conflict of Culture in Africa 
by Peter Abrahams, Volume XVI, No. 4 pages 387-396. 
Movement for Colonial Freedom 
by Kwame Nkrumah, Volume XVI, No. 4, pages 397-409. 
Unrest in North Africa 
by John Morrow, Volume XVI, No. 4, pages 410-409. 
The Development of Nationalism in French Morocco 
by Harriet Mitchell, Volume XVI, No. 4, pages 427-434. 
East Africa 
by Robert G. Armstrong, Volume XVI, No. 4, 
pages 435-447. 
1957 
The Gold Coast Begins Self-Government 
by Alphonso A. McPheeters, Volume XVII, No. 1, 
pages 35-42. 
The Gold Coast into Ghana 
by Russell Warren Howe, Volume XVII, No. 2, pages 
155-161. 
The Attitude of the Educated African To His Traditional 
Art 




Nigeria's Marginal Men 
by H. H. Smythe, Volume 
Ghana The First Year 
by Russell Warren Howe, 
277-285. 
XVIII, No. 3, pages 268-276. 
Volume XVIII, No. 3, pages 
Apsects of the Study of African Art 
by Ladislas Segy, Volume XVIII, No. 4, pages 372-387. 
1959 
The American Negro and Africa 
by Harold Isaac, Volume XIX, No. 3, pages 219-234. 
APPENDIX B 
A questionnaire was sent to thirteen authors; four 
are known to be dead and the others cannot be traced. Only 
five of the thirteen responded. Information about the others 
was obtained from other sources. 
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PETER ABRAHAMS* - was born in 1919 in Johannesburg and remained 
in South Africa until he was twenty. Except for two 
years at sea as a stoker during the war, he was earned 
his living solely writing all his adult life. The 
London Observer sent him back to South Africa and Kenya 
in 1952 for a series of articles which were also run 
in the Paris Tribune and he has also written several 
programs for the BBC. In 1957 he went to Jamaica to 
prepare an official report of the British West Indies 
and he and his family now live in Jamaica where he 
has become well known locally as a broadcaster and 
commentator. As weel Mine Boy he has written Dark 
Testament, Tell Freedom, Return to Goli and many others. 
ULLI BEIER* - Since 1951 he has been teaching in the Department 
of Extra-Mural Studies, University of Ibadan, but has 
now been appointed Senior Lecturer in the University 
of Papus and New Guinea where he will specialize in 
writing in English from the developing countries. 
Founder and former editor of 'Odu', a journal of Yoruba 
Studies, and of Black Orpheus. In Oshogbo, Western 
Nigeria, he founded a museum of popular African art 
and has been associated with Duro Ladipo's theatre 
group. His books include Yoruba Poetry, Art in Nigeria 
and African Mud Sculpture. 
MARGUERITE CARTWRIGHT* - Is supervisor of student teachers, 
Hunter College in New York City. She has received 
considerable confirmation for her belief that "the 
teaching about various ethnic and national groups 
leaves much to be desired." 
JAMES B. CHRISTENSEN - is presently Professor and Chairman 
Department of Anthropology, Wayne State University. 
Dr. Christensen has also been a Teaching Assistant at 
Northwestern University. He has had numerous publica¬ 
tions among them being Double Descent Amon^ the Fanti 
and Marketing and Exchange in a West African Tribe. 
RUSSELL WARREN HOWE* - was born in London in 1925, educated 
at the City of London Freemen's School and after 
serving with the RAF, obtained the coveted mention 
très bien at the Sorbonne in 1948. A Reuters staff 
correspondent in Paris from 1948 to 1952, he then free¬ 
lanced in Europe, Africa and American until 1957. 
Since 1954, he has specialized in African affairs. He 
was the Washington Post Africa Correspondent from 
1957 until 1965, when he won a Ford Fellowship in 
that year's American Press Awards. In 1960, he was 
appointed a Special Counsel to Prime Minister (later 
President) Sylvanus Olympio of Togo. One of his 
publications is Black Africa. 
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HAROLD ISAACS - is presently Professor of Political Science, 
M.I.T. He has been a lecturer at various universities 
throughout the U. S. He was Associated editor and 
correspondent, Newsweek Magazine; writer and editor 
of the Columbia Broadcasting Company. Harold Isaacs 
publications include The New World of Negro Americans, 
A Report on Crossroads Africa, Africa; New Crises in 
The Making, and many more, he has also contributed 
to several other publications. 
ALPHONSO A. McPHEETERS* - 1901 - 1963. Dr. McPheeters received 
his doctorate from the University of Cincinnati. He 
was chairman of the Department of Education, Clark 
College (Atlanta) 1933-57; and Dean of Clark from 1941 - 
1963. His articles include Ghana and Nigeria: Back¬ 
ground to Education. 
JOHN H. MORROW* - Was chairman Department of Modern Foreign 
Languages, Talladega College 1945 - 56. Professor 
French Atlanta University, Summer School; first 
Ambassador to Guinea; 1959-61; alternate delegate 
U.N. 1961; U. S. permanent representative to UNESCO 
Paris, 1961, 63; coordinator American grantees and 
foreign service officers university programs. Depart¬ 
ment of State, 1963-64. Professor of romance languages 
University College of Rutgers. Member President's* 
Commission of Government Service, 1957. Recipient 
Carnegie grant to Europe, 1947. Member Phi Beta Kappa, 
Pi Delta Phi, Alpha Phi Alpha and others. Author, 
First American Ambassador to Guinea. Made contributions 
to several professional journals. 
KWAME NKRUMAH* - ex president, Republic of Ghana, Africa. 
Born in British West Africa, September 21, 1909, studied 
in Africa Europe and America. Received B.D., LL.D., 
Lincoln Univ. (Penna). (U. S. student 1935-45). Married 
Fathia Ritzh, 1958, had three children. General secretary 
West African Nations Secretariat, joint secretary 
Pan African Congress, London. Returned to Gold Coast 
1947, formed CPP in 1949. Imprisoned for inciting 
strikes, 1949; released from prison to become member 
of Legislative Assembly; Prime Minister Gold Coast, 
1952-57. From 1957 - 1960 became President - Chancellor 
University of Ghana Legon. Author of Towards Colonial 
Freedom; Ghana The Autobiography; I Speak of Freedom; 
Africa Must Unites; Conscienclsm. Nkrumah died in 
Guinea, West Africa, March 1972. He had been living in 
Guinea since his exile from Ghana. 
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GEORGE PADMORE* - political adviser to Kwame Nkrumah, 1957. 
He resuscitated the Pan African Congress in 1945. 
Born in Arouca, Trindad, 1903; worked as reporter 
before entering Fisk University. Received law degree 
from Howard University. Became associated with the 
Communist organization. Went to anti-imperialist 
conference in Berlin in 1930. 
Lectured on race and African problems at the Univer¬ 
sity of Toiles of the Far East. Served in Moscow 
City Soviet - representing Stalin's Ball Bearing 
Factory 1930-33. In Ghana, convened several conferences 
as part of a strategic plan to systematize and coor¬ 
dinate Africa's liberation movement which resulted in 
establishing an all African Liberation Movement. 
LADISLAS SEGY - operates the Segy Gallery in New York City 
which opened in 1950, and specializes in African Art. 
He is considered an authority on African Art. His 
publications include African Sculpture Speaks, African 
Art Studies; African Sculpture; Afrikanische Masken 
with papers and articles appearing in numerous books 
and journals. 
GEORGE ALBERT SHEPPERSON - presently, Professor of Commonwealth 
and American History, University of Edinburgh. He is 
co-author of Independent Africa, 1958; author of David 
Livingstone and the Rorama; and many articles on Afro- 
American topics. Shepperson has been visiting Africa 
since 1942. He has visited Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika, 
Malawi, Zambia, Rhodesia, Southern Africa, Sudan, Egypt, 
Nigeria and Ghana. 
HUGH H. SMYTHE - is currently Professor of the Department of 
Sociology, Brooklyn College of City University of New 
York. Smythe has been U. S. Ambassador to Malta, 1967~ 
69; and to Syria, 1965-67; special lecuturer Armed 
Forces Staff College; Senior Adviser of U. S. A. to the 
National Research Council of Thailand and Fulbright 
Professor at Chulalongkora University, Bangkok, 
Thailand, 1963-64. Dr. Smythe has held various other 
positions including Professor of Sociology, Tennessee 
State University; Professor of Sociology, Morris Brown 
University {Atlanta); Assistant director of Research, 
Negro Land Grant College Cooperative Social Studies 
Project (Headquarted at Atlanta University); Research 
Associate, Department of Sociology, Atlanta University, 
Research Assistant and Instructor, Fisk University. 
Publications include co-authorships with Crow and 
Murray, Educating the Culturally Disadvantaged Child; 
New Nigerian Elite with M. M. Smythe; Negro Land Grant 
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HUGH H. SMYTHE (cont'd) 
Colleges Social Studies Project, with W. E. B. DuBois; 
and 150 articles, over 400 book reviews and 16 chapters 
in 14 books. 
Dr. Smythe has traveled extensively throughout the world. 
Dr. Smythe is an alumnus of Atlanta University, 1937; 
and was the 1972 Founder's Day Speaker. 
* Material obtained from sources other than the questionnaire. 
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